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EU funding guide: Why and how to apply in 
Horizon 2020 

Horizon2020 (2014-2020): budget of just over €70 billion   
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Why Horizon 2020? 

 

 Response to the financial crisis: investments in future jobs 
and growth 

 Address demographic development, climate, sustainability, 
welfare, growth 

 Secure a basis for science and technology for the future, 
and the competitiveness of European businesses 

  More intelligent, sustainable and inclusive societies 

 Typical reply from researchers and companies:  

Before the project: Money 

After the project: Network 
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European Research 
Council 

Future and Emerging 
Technologies 

Marie Sklodowska-Curie 
actions 

Research Infrastructures 

Leadership in enabling 
and industrial 
technologies 

Health, demographic 
change and well-being; 

 

Food security, sustainable 
agriculture and forestry, marine 
and maritime and inland water 
research and the bioeconomy 

Secure, clean and efficient 
energy; 

 

Smart, green and 
integrated transport; 

Climate action, resource 
efficiency and raw 

materials; 

EXCELLENT 
SCIENCE 

INDUSTRIAL 
LEADERSHIP 

SOCIETAL 
CHALLENGES 

Structure of Horizon 2020  

Access to risk finance 

Innovation in SMEs 

Inclusive, innovative and 
reflective societies. 

17% 

3,5% 

8% 

3,23% 
Widening Participation: 1,06% 

Science with and for society: 0,6% 

EIT: 3,52% 

JRC: 2,47% 

9,7% 17,6% 

3,69% 

0,8% 

5% 

7,7% 

8,23% 

4% 

1,7% 

Secure Societies 2,2% 
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What is new? 

 
 One programme covering three programmes – EIT, CIP and 

FP7 
 

 All forms of innovation, also social innovation. More focus 
on testing, demonstration and piloting 
 

 Focus on grand societal challenges, e.g. bioeconomy, 
sustainable development and green energy 
 

 Increased focus on transdisciplinarity 
 

 Partnerships become central (linking national and EU 
programmes) 
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Simplification 

 A single set of rules for all aspects of  
Horizon 2020 

 Shorter „time-to-grant‟ (5+3 months) 

 

 Simplified cost models: 

 Research and Innovation Actions:  
 100 % of all project related costs plus 25 % of the 
indirect costs (overhead) 

 Innovation Actions - “Closer to market”/demonstration 
projects:  
 70 % of all project related direct costs (non-profit 
entities up to 100%) - plus 25 % of the indirect costs 
(overhead)  
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Key principles for Workprogrammes 

 A challenge-based approach, allowing 
applicants to have considerable freedom to 
come up with innovative solutions  

 Substantially fewer topics - non-
prescriptive, broader topics each with a 
number of projects to be funded 

 Cross-cutting issues embedded (e.g. social 
sciences, gender, INCO) 
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Instruments 

Research & Innovation Actions 

Innovation Actions 

SME Instrument 

Pre-Commercial Procurement / Public Procurement of  

Innovative solutions 

Coordination and Support actions 

Prizes  

Cofund Actions- JPI & ERAnet (70 %)  
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Eurostars is an international R&D programme run by 31 European countries and the 
European Commission. Research-intensive small and medium-sized companies with up to 
250 employees can apply when they enter into cross-national research consortia along with 
universities, knowledge institutions and large companies. The small company must account 
for more than 50 per cent of the research in the project. Small and medium-sized companies 
can have up to 50 per cent of the project costs covered. 

 

Export growth of participants in international programmes compared to similar Danish companies not 
participating. Source: DAMVAD 2011 

Participating in international programmes has an impact on export 
Growth in exports (per cent) 

Eurostars – a R&D programme for small businesses 



http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm 
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